Hindu-Related New Religious Groups
Until the beginning of the twentieth century, there were no non-Christian religious groups in Latvia, with the exception of Jewish communities and a few esoteric movements; Latvia was part of tsarist Russia where the principle of the freedom of religion was more or less observed only after the 1905 revolution.
The fact that ministers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Latvia opposed the 1905 revolution facilitated public interest in the Eastern religions as it believed that Christianity was a narrow dogmatic teaching and a politically reactionary force. After World War II, religious practice recommenced when Khruschev's "Thaw" brought about political rehabilitation and a certain amount of cultural liberalization, but in parallel there was also a new campaign advocating scientific atheism, in an attempt to free the "New Soviet" person from "the opium of the people." However, interest in Eastern religions did not decline in these conditions. Thanks to the friendly relations between the ussr and India, Latvians had the opportunity to become acquainted with Buddhist and Hindu texts, as well as with the philosophy and practice of yoga. Poetess Mirdza Ķempe (1907-74) , who both praised the Soviet regime and was interested in Dīkmanis's yoga teachings in the 1930s, became the conduit for new religious ideas in Latvia. In the mid-1960s, the Indian ambassador to Moscow gave literature about Sai Baba to Ķempe, and she was first to introduce Sai Baba's teachings into Latvia (Krūmiņa-Koņkova and Gills 2005: 224-226) .
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